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Law of Hades and Chinese Popular Opinion of Justice

By Wen-hai Tsou

Through the 268 years of the Manchu rule in China patriotic Chinese intellec-
tuals were often persecuted by literary inquisitions. As a result, prudent scholars
‘were careful with their speeches and writings lest a slip of tongue.should get them
‘into trouble. This accounted the dearth of prominent political thinkers during the
‘Ching Dynasty.

However, popular resentment against this despotic rule of the Manchus could
not be completly suppressecd. The people’s sentiment about the ruling class was
-often found in folklore and novels. Subtly disguised condemnations aiming directly
at the misrule of the day wére found in many stories. They particularly re flected
‘the strong sense of right and wrong among the masses. One of the favorite devices
-of the authors was the invocation of supernatural power in a supposed other
world after death to punish the guilty and reward the good. The people’s belief in
post-life reprisals was so strong that administration of justice in real life was often
‘neglected, with the deplorable result that the people failed to recognise the importance
-of due process of law which is the foundation of modern democracy.



